In the April issue of the Dental Cosmos of the present year there appeared a thoughtful editorial oil "The Scientific Status of the Dental Profession," in which it was held in effect that in this country, the art of dentistry had outgrown the science; that our profession was The art of dentistry owes more to America than to any other country, as the standing and success of American dentists abroad during the past forty or more years sufficiently demonstrates. It is in this country also that the first systematic efforts at special dental education were made; where the beginning of the elevation of dentistry from an art to a learned profesion was first attempted; and, whatever may be the status of dentistry here or elsewhere, so much must be rightly attributed to the credit of American dentists. The amount of human suffering that has been made unnecessary by the inventive genius of the dental profession of this country is incalculable, even when not taking into account its share in the giving of that priceless boon of surgical anaesthetics to the world.
In the natural evolution of things, however, a new state of affairs has been produced, one that requires a certain change of face on the part of the dental profession, if it is to hold what ought to be its proper place in' the scientific world, and in the estimation of the public, while dentistry was only an art we easily held the lead, and it was an unnatural presumption for us to think that progress on the same general lines that had so far lead to success would fail us no more in the future than in the past. We had created practical dentistry as an independent profession in which our pre-eminence was recognized throughout the world. 
